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November, 1976 

Pallet ahall be 48" x 40"; flush non-reversible. four-way modified. (See accompanying 
drauing for detai18.) 

11. NPE AND WALfTY C@ UJMBER 

A. Allowable Species 

W e r  rhal l  be samd, square edge. free of mold and noxious 0d0~6. The 
following species i s  to  be used: 

Southern Pine 

Dsckboard thicknesses described in  Section V are net dry d ime~iona 
(19% moieture content) a t  the t h  of manufacture. Only dry (192) 
deckboards are permitted. 

The stringer dbenaions dercribed in'lection V are net d r y  dimensions 
(197. moiatura content) a t  time of -facture. Either dry (19Z) o r  
green (any degree of seasoning) stringere are permitted. I f  8ree< 
then stringers muat be 2-314'' x 3-314" net dimmaion a t  ti- of 
manufacture to compehsate for residual shrinkage. 

C, Perdsslble Defects. Characteriatica. and Lumber Grade 

For purpoaes of this standard, lumber i s  classified as Southern Pine-2 
(SF-2) or better. Qote: SP-2 nay be cut with a minimnrm waste factor 
from lumber commercially hom 8 8  No. 2 dimension Southern Pine.] l%is 
SP-2 Grade i s  defined as follova: 

lhe size i s  measured by i t s  greatest diwnaion across the width of the 
piece and limited by croes sectional diaplacament. Well-spaced h o t s  of 
any quality are pennittad in e i t s s  not to  exceed: 114 nominal cross section 
for holea k 5-112" boards, 1/3 nominal cross section for knots on edge 
of wide face of strtngers rnrd holes in 3-112" deckboards, 112 nominal 
cross sectlem for  h o t s  along the center line of the wide face of 
s cringers and deckboatds. 

Ihe sum of the siaes of h o t s  in my given 6" of lemth not to  exceed 
twice the d i a ~ t e r  of maximum single !-am& allowed but two knots of 
maximum penuianible r i s e  are not allowed i n  the srmr 6" of length. 
No knots shell  be allared that interfere with the nailiag or exposed 
edges of any deckboards. 

Throwh cheeks, rp l i t r ,  and heart 8haker are permittad provided 
their length not excecld 1-112 times the d d t h  of the piece. 

Pitch: - 
Unlimited 

surf ac fag: 

Smooth e m  l i p 8  - h i t  and a i r s  (1/1611 daap); i n  additian 57. of 
piecer may be h i t  o r  d r s  (l/lb" by length of piece), o r  heavy 
#kip (118" dwp by 114 lan.gth). 

Torn Grain: 

Not limitrd 



Warp: 

h p ,  1/8" in 6" of width 
Crook, 1/8" in 24" of length 

Pin Worn Holes: 

Scattered 16 per surface foot 

Stain: - 
Unlinited 

No restriction 

Grain Deviation: 

Not to exceed 1" deviation in 8" of length except: for short local 
deviations. 

113 thickness x 113 width. 57. of pieces may have wane up to  
2/3 thickness, 112 width, 

Unsound Wood: 

Not permitted in stringers. Heart center otreaks permitted in  
deckboardo, provided they not exceed 1/3 the width or thickness. 

111. IIIMBER PREPARATION 

Lumber must be anooth sawn or surfaced to square edge, uniform dimensions. 

IV. TfPe AND QUALITY OF FASTENERS 

Type: Helically threaded 

Length: 2-1/4" 

Wire Diameter: 0.110" m i n k  t o  0.120" maximum 

%read Angle: 60 degrees + 5 degrees 

Hardened: (or tempered) to bend not more than 28 degrees on the MIsANT Nail Tester 

Threaded Body cutside Diwte r :  0.123" u d n h  to 0.143" maximum but m s t  
exceed wire d i e t e r  by at  least 0.013" 

Head D i e t e r :  Average 9/32" + 1/32" 

Point: Dicuond (not longer then 5/32"), no point, or chisel. No part of the point 
may exceed tha wire dimeter. 

A. Deckboard8 (see Section 11. 1.1 

Thichess: 11/16" plus 1/16" minus 1/32" 
~ m g t h :  39-710" t o  40-118" r-e 

End deckboatd8 are t o  be 5-1/2" wide plus 1/4" minus 1/32". %ere are to  be 
8 intermediate top deckboards 3-112'' wide plus 1/4" minus 1/32". Spacing 
between boards shall  be 1-1/4" f 1/4". Second board, are t o  be butted t ight 
to  end deckboards. Deckboards m s t  provide a minimum cumulative surface of 39". 

Bottom Deckboards 

The two end deckboude are to be 5-112" plus 114" rfnuo 1132". 'he 3 
intermediate bottom dackboardr shall  cansirt  of two 5-1/2" vide board8 plue 
114'' minus 1/32" and one 3-112" board plus 1/4" minus 1/32" poritioned as 
per the drawing. 

Bottcrm deckbods  shall  not ptotruda over m y  mtch opening. Outer edges of 
the center cluster rhall  be flush vith the inside of the notches. Ends of a11 
deckboards shall  be flush vith oursida of stringerm. Eottop dackborrds m a t  
provide a m t n h  ccoulative surface of 25-112". 

(hrfer b r  and outer edges of botmm deck dgeborrdr md sheel space edge8 
of center c l w t e r  b a r d s  to within 114" t o  112" of bottap face. All chefern 
t o  be cut a t  35 - 45 degree a g l a r  and to extend within 2'' but not closer 
thrn 1" of atriasere' at  each end of chrfer. 



1. St t imer  Dimensions m d  Placement (See Section 11, B.) 

Stringer dimeneione shall be width: 2-112" 118". Length: 48" + 118". 
Height: 3-112" plus 114" minus 1/32". 

Notch openings shall be 9" wide, plus 114" minus 0. Notch openings 
shall not be closer than 6" f r m  the ends of the stringere, plum 
1/4" minus 0. Stringer notches shall have a depth of 1-112" and 
shall  have round corners with a radiu8 of 314"; the top of the 
notch shall  be f l a t  cut between the c m e r  radii. 

Center n t r iwer  shall  be parallel  to and equidletant between outside 
atringera. 

V I .  ASSENLY 

A. Predrilling 

Predrilling of deckboardm shall  be required when nail* are hand driven. When 
mredrillina i m  reouired. the outer ends of the deckboards ha11  be medrilled 
&pro&at;ly 1 / 3 9  larier than the nai l  ahank. When pallets are akembled 
by nailing machines, predrilling i s  not ~ q u l r e d .  

The number of nails  which shall  be enployad a t  a l l  bearing points for  the variaue 
widths of dackboarda ia as follows: 

Width of Deckboard Number of Nails 

Nails shall  be a t a e r e d  altemqtely on either side of etr-er centerline mid 
cnmrersunk 1/16" deep. 

A. Protruding nai l  heads or point8 are not penoltted. Bent over nail8 m a t  
be driven below surface of deckboard.. 

8. Deviation in dimension of assembled pallets shall  be limited to  318'' 
out-of-square (314'' dlffarence in diegonala), plus or minus 3/16" i n  
overall pallet  length or width. 

C. No combination of defects i n  workmanship, including nail split., which 
dl1 adversely d f a c t  the straagth of the pallet  t o  a material extant 
w l l l  be permitted. 

pallets shall  be marked on the exterior surface of om outaide stringer, 
i n  la t te ra  of not less than 1-inch, to  clearly show that the pallet  meets 
GW: Stwdards, the manufacturer's designation, amd othenrise conforma to  
pallet  matking specifications developed md approved by the Grocery 
Paller Council, 11% 

pallets ahall a100 be marked with the pallet  speciee type "SP". 


